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Pragmatics is a linguistic field concerned with the study of speech, its acts, and the contexts in which it
is used. Speech Act Theory has contributed significantly to changing linguists' perspective on speech,
as it considers language an active and influential force in real communication. Speech act is based on
the principle of the structure and content of an utterance; it is a social activity aimed at understanding
the effect of speech on the recipient and its contextual circumstances, and how they are influenced by
it. Although modern researchers have studied poems and texts using various linguistic theories, they
have not studied the poetry of Dawud Abd al-Baqi from the perspective of contemporary pragmatics,
nor have they specifically examined speech acts and their effect on conveying meaning in Arabic poetry.
This article aims to elucidate Speech Act Theory and demonstrate the extent of its influence on the
concept of textual communication. It essays to clarify its concepts, elements, types, and categories
within both Western and Arab scholarly traditions. It also provides a comprehensive account of the
theory as developed by John Austin and John Searle. The article applies the theory to selected samples
from the poetry of Dawud Abd al-Bagqi in his diwan titled (al-Bardi), identifying elements of speech
acts, illocutionary force, and directions of fit. The article adopted an inductive, analytical, and
descriptive approach in studying the selected samples. The study concluded on the note that Speech Act
Theory explains many diverse purposes, contingent upon speech contexts, circumstances, the variety of
speaker intentions, and the extent of their impact on the recipient. It also reveals the poet's capacity for
illocutionary action in his poetry, and his linguistic and cognitive abilities, which have had a clear
impact on linguistic and pragmatic scholarship.

Keywords: Pragmatics, Speech Acts, Illocutionary Act, lllocutionary Purpose, Direction of Fit
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